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Session1-Understanding
Paper 2 UK Geographical
Issues




Question types

« MCQs (Multiple Choice Questions) - have four possible responses; only ONE of whichis correct.
(In2022 there was afiveresponses MCQ in Section C, this may be repeatedin future years.)

« Skills questions - ask for the interpretation of aresource; these are usually 1, 2 or 3-mark
questions.

« Calculate questions - are usually 2-mark questions.

« Shortanswer questions - usually ask for one or two explanations of a process, theory or
characteristic.

« Extended written answers (mini-essays) - carry 8 or 12 marks (as is the case for Q7 which carries the
additional 4 SPaG marks).



Paper 2 UK Geographical Issues

« Theweighting of the sections
« Thebalance of the questions and marks
« Thechallenges and opportunities



The ‘Explain’ questions

‘Explain’ questions dominate the whole specification, including Paper 2.

« Candidatesneedtobeinstructed about the difference between ‘describe’ and ‘explain’.
 |notherwords, the commandword needs to be understood, as does how it appears.

« Explainquestions canbeworth 2, 3 or4 marks:

« Explainone...(2 or 3 marks)
- Explaintwo... (always scaffolded and worth 4 marks)

« Explainwhy/how
« ‘Suggest’ willalways be used with aresource.



The ‘Assess’ questions - the challenges and opportunities

« Acrossthe whole specificationthere are 9 ‘assess/evaluate’ questions (10 if we include the final 12-
mark summative question on Paper 3).

« Fourofthese are onPaper?2 - three of these four questions are tied to aresource, orresources, so
combine AO4 and AO3.

« The other question onone or other of the fieldwork options also combines AO3 and AO4 buthasno
resource relying on candidates’ ability to ‘'communicate enquiry specific findings with (varying)
levels of clarity’. In other words, an understanding of their familiar fieldwork.

« The 8-mark ‘Assess this orthat aspect of your (familiar) fieldwork’ question was absent last year, for
obvious reasons, returnedin 2023.



Investigating a UK geographical issue (Q4 and Q7)

; = : ' 7 Analyse the information in Figure 6 which includes the different age structures of the
Assess the pc:smb!e causes for the differences in the age structure of England's urban  * 174 rural populations of England, in 2020,
and rural populations.

Age (years)
90 to 94 [ | - 00 t0 94
e OnPaper2,there are two of these — . — | so0t08a
I
* Q4isbroadly physical, Q7 is human. 70to74 — '| 701074
_ _ 60 to 64 | I | - 60 to 64
* Theyare 8 mark* (plus SPaG on Q7) questions with a s L s
— |
dataresource. 40to 44 _: | | - 40to 44
I
* They startwiththeinstructionto ‘analyse’, then the 0to B [0
command ‘assess’. So assess is the command word 2010247 - —  [oes
. . . ; , 10to 14 [ | | - 10t0 14
- analyse in this case simply means ‘study the data’. . — = s
o T I T T “I I T T T I I T o
* These are challenging questions which discriminate 9% 7% 5% 3% 1% 1% 3% 5% 7%
. Percentage of population
effectively. Key
* Agoodanswerneeds 3-4 welldeveloped points/ M -
possible explanations from the resource. [ urban

Mearly 47 million live in urban areas and nearly 10 million live in rural areas
The population of both urban and rural areas has risen since 2011
Most of the rural population live within an hour's journey to a large town or city

Figure 6



The ’familiar’ fieldwork question

There are six enquiry questions - candidates need to be familiar with these, setin the context of their
own fieldwork experience in their two chosen environments (rivers or coasts, and either urban or rural).

1.  Whatisbeinginvestigated? Whatis the enquiry question?

What techniques and methods were used to collect the data?

How was that data presented?

How was that data analysed? Were theories or models used in that analysis?

What conclusions were drawnreflecting back on the original question?

o o K~ WP

What were the strengths and weaknesses of the whole process?



The significance of the AOs in Paper 2

It’s important to understand the influence of the
AOsinPaper?2:

For 8-mk questions, Paper1combines AO2 with
AQ3.

8-mark Qs on Papers 2 & 3 assess AO4 (skills)
with AO3.

8-mark Qs 4 & 7 will always be based on a
resource (but fieldwork Qs won't be).

Students need to make links from prior learning
which they canthen apply to the resource (R4 &
/) or their fieldwork experiences (Q8-9 and Q10-
11)

Total | AO2 | AO3 | AO4
Paper 2 / Paper 3
Assess/Evaluate with 8 4 4
resource / fieldwork

Remember!

* An8-mark answer generally comes from 3
well-developed and argued points from the
resource - not lists of what the student knows

from case studies.

* Socandidatesneedto select three points
fromthe resource and develop their

explanations around an argument.




Session 2 - Delivering better
performance on the ‘Explain...’
and ‘Assess...’ questions




A taxonomic note

Explain
To explain somethingis to provide areasoned explanation of how or why something occurs; this
requires ajustification/exemplification of a point.

Assess

Assessment involves the use of evidence to determine the relative significance of something having
given consideration to allrelevant factors and toidentify which are - 'is orare’ mostimportant.



Delegate Poll

In broad terms which of Sections A and B do your candidates find easier?

A - Section A - the Physical Geography
B - Section B - the Human Geography
C - Neither - about the same



2023 ‘Explain’ questions

In this part of the session we’ll look at five of the explain questions from the 2023 examination paper.
Using anumber of student answers, we will suggest ways in which candidates might improve their
performance.

Each of these questions was scaffolded meaning that candidates were directed to offertwo reasons
oronereason fortwo different elements of the question. Each had a tariff of 4 marks.

1. Q2c-Foranamed coastallandscape, explaintwo ways in which human activity is causing change.
(4)

2. Q3b - Explain one cost and one benefit of using hard engineering to manage river flood risk. (4)
3. Qb5b - Explaintwo reasons forregional variations in ethnic diversity. (4)

4. Q6c -ForaUKcitythat you have studied, explain two strategies that have been used to make
urbanliving more sustainable. (4)



Example 1

QZ2c - Foranamed coastal landscape, explain two ways in which human activity is causing change. (4)

The wording of the question s lifted directly from the specification, but a significant number of
candidates struggled to know what to say.

The idea of a‘landscape’ proved challenging, although it would have been sufficient to comment
that both urban andrurallandscapes are human creations.

The term ‘landscapes’ recursinmany places inboth Topic 4 and Topic 5, not least in the titles of
those topics, so candidates should be confident with what constitutes alandscape.

4.4a: The human activities prompted by the specification are ‘development, agriculture, industry,
coastalmanagement’.

Coastalmanagement was by far the most popular choice.

Of these five questions 'Coastalmanagement’ had the lowest mean mark (1.75). It was the only one
with amodal mark of O - the strong suspicionis that some candidates did not recognise that
coastalmanagement was alegitimate ‘human activity’.



Example 2

QJ3b - Explain one cost and one benefit of using hard engineering to manage river floodrisk. (4)

« Theequivalent 2022 question was - ‘For or anamed UK river, explain why sediment load and

velocity change alongits course’ - this produced amean mark of 1.28 and 45% of candidates
scoredO.

« The 2023 question generated a mean of 2.81and nearly 40% scored the modal mark of 4.

« Thelessonhereis self-evident - physical processes are less well understood than types of
management.

« |tisalso pertinent to suggest that both the physical processes and the human activities that modify
those processes, and associated landscapes, should be embedded in the fieldwork experience.
Thisis true for centres choosing the coastal fieldwork option and those choosing to ‘investigate
river processes and pressures’.



Example 3

Q5b - Explain two reasons for regional variations in ethnic diversity. (4)

The modal mark for this question was 2 and the mean 2.15 - the same mode asin 2022 but a higher
mean (2022 =1.62).

The 2022 question was ‘Explain two ways in which international migration has changed the
population geography of the UK.” - similar but without the ‘assistance’ offered to the 2023 cohort

The ‘assistance’ was that there was no ‘geographical terminology’ - hurdle to be cleared in 2023
because the previous question included a table showing the ethnic structure of London and the
North-East of the UK.

The most popular ‘reason’ offered was employment opportunities.

A significant number of responses struggled with a second reason but those that identified one,
usually the culture of places, tended to develop it successfully.

25% of candidatesreached 4/4 in marked contrast to the 10% who achieved thatin 2022 (this
explains the lower mean).



Example 4

Q6c - Fora UK city that you have studied, explain two strategies that have been used to make urban
living more sustainable. (4)

* Thisis afamiliar corner of the specification, and this question generated amean of 2.02 and amode
of 4.

* The 2022 equivalent was ‘For a UK city that you have studied, explain the importance of its site and
situationforits growth and development.’ - this proved to be very testing with widespread
confusion over the terms. Even with a much-adjusted mark scheme, the meanwas1.32 and the
mode was 0.

* Theword ‘sustainable’ has suffered something of a definitional crisis since it first appearedinits
social science guise as "meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet theirown needs”.

* |tiscontested sowhilst ‘quality of life’ carries some of the same definitional issuesit also appearsin
the urban/rural fieldwork so all candidates should be familiar with it.



Suggestions

« Make sure that candidates are familiar with the structure of the paperacrossboth Topic 4 and Topic
5.

« Make sure that they know which Section C fieldwork they have done - too many do both Q8 and Q9
and/orboth Q19 and QI11.

« Puttogetheralist of key words that feature on the specification.

« Develop abank of the different types of ‘Explain...” questions for each topic that use those
keywords.

- Don’tgettooengagedinanyone element - they do not need to know about five differentimpacts
of international migration howeverinteresting they might be.

« Concentrate yourfeedback on establishing a clear understanding of what ‘explanation’ looks like!
« Use pastpapers asthe mediumforrevision as often asyou can - that will help with familiarity.



Question 4

Assess the
physical and
human reasons
forthe changes
in flood eventin
the past 100
years. (8)

4 Analyse Figure 2a and Figure 2b which have information about major flood events in
England and Wales between 1920 and 2019.

Figure 2a shows the number of major flood events in each twenty-year period

since 1920.

Figure 2b provides information about the five largest flood events as measured by
the number of properties flooded and the number of deaths.

Number of major flood events

Source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography B Paper 2 2023
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Figure 2a
Date Cause of Location Properties  Deaths
flooding flooded
1028 Tides, heavy rainfall London and 40,000 14
and snow melt Thames valley
1953 Tides and storm surge E?St coast. from 24,000 307
Lincolnshire to Essex
Heavy rainfall, Midlands, Northern and
2007 river flooding South-east England >5.000 13
2013 Heavy rainfall South-east England 11,000 0
coastal storm surge
Winter storm Northern England
2016 (Desmond) and Wales 21,000 0
Figure 2b




Question?

Assess the
possible causes
forthe
differencesinthe
age structure of
England’s urban
andrural
populations. (8)

7 Analyse the information in Figure 6 which includes the different age structures of the

urban and rural populations of England, in 2020.

Age (years)
90 to 94 - 90 to 94
80 to 84 - 80 to 84
70 to 74 H | - 70to 74
|
60 to 64 | - 60 to 64
50 to 54 —- 50 to 54
40 to 44 — 40 to 44
30 to 34 - 30to 34
20 to 24 - 20 to 24
|
10 to 14 | - 10to 14
Oto4 : — |I Oto4
9% 7% 5% 3% 1% 1% 3% 5%
Percentage of population
Key
. Rural

« Nearly 47 million live in urban areas and nearly 10 million live in rural areas

« The population of both urban and rural areas has risen since 2011

« Most of the rural population live within an hour’s journey to a large town or city

Figure 6

Source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography B Paper 2 2023



e Strong

relationship
. Relief heights:
between altitude | = Aboveoom ‘g
and population “ |1 100m-600m :
densit I Below 100m = =t ateit
y *[ B 1to5 persons per hectare

I 5o 10 persans per heclare
B 10 k0 20 persons per hectare
Il =30 persona per hectare
2

* Relationshipisn’t
perfect

* Allhigherareas
have...

* Butnotalllower
regions have..

* Butwhy..

Assess the impact of
altitude on the Source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography B Paper 2 June 2019
population

distribution of the

UK’s population. (8)

Contains public sector information licensed
under the Open Government Licence v3.0.




A quick
reminder of
what these Relief heights:

. = mperaty | B Above 600m
figures mean B im0 ‘| 100m-600m

Revisit the idea I Below 100m

of carrying
capacity

Why does
temperature
make a
difference?

Does it still
make a
difference?

If not, why not?

Contains public sector information licensed under Source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography B
the Open Government Licence v3.0. Paper 2 June 2019




Describing distributions - the technique

How to decipher patterns

« General pattern/distribution. Isit even oruneven?
« Doesitsub-divide into coherent areas/zones?

« Anyanomaliesinthese subdivisions?



Describing distributions - the vocabulary

Limited range of words needed

« Evenoruneven

« Dispersedorclustered

« Highorlow density

Encourage the use of

« relative/comparative language

« ..andgetthemtomanipulate dataif atall possible.



Describing distributions - the reality
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Describing trends - the vocabulary

Once again alimited range of terms needed:
« Up/down/constant

« Consistent, irregular

- Rateisfaster/slower/constant



Describing trends - the technique

How to decipher trends:

1. Overview:isit consistent orirregular?

2. Does it sub-divide into coherent periods?
3. Any anomaliesin these sub-divisions?



Describing trends - the reality

S




SOi IS 3 nd « Landuseisafunction of many things but soils and geology are important.
« Soils, depth and fertility function of climate and geology.

geology - . Geology also has a relationship with altitude both on a larger scale (Scotland v
England) and alocal scale (Vale of Pewsey v Salisbury Plain) or see the 2019 Q4.
part of the

picture

© SAPhotog / Shutterstock


https://nerc.ukri.org/planetearth/stories/1016/
https://nerc.ukri.org/planetearth/stories/1016/
https://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html
https://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html

« Notalllowland areas had high-carrying capacity.
The g ying cap y

; « Manyremainlightly populated today.
exceptions

that prove the
rule S —

p

© Elzbieta Sekowska / Shutterstock © Juan Vilata / Shutterstock



and « Why doesno onelivein Hyde park? Population density = O perha?
. « Why dosofew people live on Salisbury Plain - once relatively densely
pOPUIatlon populated?
densities also « What happened to Imber (farright picture)?
dependon
scale,

planning and
history

© Shutterstock / SteveMcCarthy

© Alamy / christopher jones



« Merthyr Tydfilwas once a major centre of UK industry based on the co-location of

Resources run coalandiron ore.

out (7) — « There were 1.1 million minersinthe UKin 1911 - today there are less than 500.
« Todayitis one of the most deprived towns in the UK.

before and . .
« Therefore, economic changes are important.

after

© Alamy / Volgi archive © Alamy / John Kinsey, The Photolibrary Wales


https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation-poverty-17323462
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation-poverty-17323462

« Fertility rate and deathrate variations

« ..andmigration

« Retirement migration

« Studentification

« Determined by economic opportunities for many
« Therefore, rural/urban contrasts.

Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.




« Migration andvaried fertility rates are the main drivers.
« Remember ‘foreignborn’ and ethnicity are not the same thing.

4 4

1 Oto 0.2 persans per hectare
(&, | 0.2to1persansper hectare
W B 1o S persons per hectare

I 5o 10 persans per heclare
I 10 o 20 persers per hectane

0% to 2%
I %t 5%

B 5% o 10%
B 105 to 20%
-0

Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.

% of Population
migrants density




One thing leads to another. POPULATION CHANGE 2011 TO 2014

COMPARING MID-2014 ONS POPULATION ESTIMATES WITH 2011 CENSUS FIGURES (GB) AND MID-2011 NISRA POPULATION ESTIMATES (NI)

Economic growth attracts|—* |
)\ migrants to the city. More people means
; a bigger market for
Better quality of life in | city businesses.
the city attracts more Y e
= - - '
investment, increasing Businesses grow and & W e
economic growth. . e
| employ more people. S . W oo
+ . v M 3%to4%
* -7 B 2%103%
y 2 I 1%t02%
More tax money means | | More people working means m aon
more improvements to | | more taxes for city government. s
the city. g

Flow diagram showing a multiplier effect

Contains public sector information licensed
under the Open Government Licence v3.0.




« These maps show variationsin Life Expectancy (LE).

« Datavariesbutimportant to point out that choropleth maps disguise
internal variations and exaggerate differences between areas.

Mglqs&].ﬁﬁ@pﬁgm ‘ Female - LE at birth Males - LE at age 65 Females - LE at age 65
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Source: ONS

Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.



https://oobrien.com/2016/12/life-expectancy/
https://oobrien.com/2016/12/life-expectancy/

UK Geographical issues: basic checklist for 8-mark
guestions

1 Data stimulus: v

Use /quote the data, e.g. data or map evidence The Assessment

2 Make links v Objective balance is:
Look for, and explain, patterns / links / correlations

3 Anomalies v AU =

Look for, and explain, things that don’t seem to fit gcztfl;g::t;:::éyse e
4 Topic v judgements)

Focus on the topic stated in the question, but think

“what else might be relevant?” So - what are the AO4 =4

causes of internal migration? (Se’ect’ adapt and use
5 Refer to places: v a skills to investigate
Both on the Figure (s) and other examplesif relevant questions)

6 Use evaluative language

(‘But...’, ‘However, ..., ‘On the otherhand ...’ etc)

7 Reach a mini conclusion: v

“Overall...” (how far, how much, how strong etc)




Marking Activity




Marking activity

Please see the candidate response to Question 4 on pages 4 and 5 of your delegate booklet.
The mark scheme is also provided on page 2.

Note thatit’s the same mark scheme forboth the UK synoptic questions and fieldwork questions.
* Whichlevelwould you give the exemplar?

* Which mark within the level would you give?

* Arethere any particular problems with any of the answers? Or are there any additional points that
might get it to maximum marks?



Feedback - marking activity 2

Examiner mark
v Thisresponse was awarded Level 3, 8 marks

%
.H'.

<& ! ResultsPlus
‘f-'--'- Examiner Comments

This is a very strong response. The candidate has brought their

understanding from their work in both coastal and fluvial

environments to help them deconstruct the information in the

resources. They weave the AQ4 with the AO3 very effectively and do an

excellent job in reflecting on the complexities of the processes,




Session 3 - Delivering better
performance on the fieldwork
questionsin SectionC




Fieldwork questions in Paper 2

The exam covers at least 2 of
the 6 stages of the enquiry
processineachyear.

This means that all of these
stages needto be covered.

Exam questions focus onthe
students’ own experiences
of fieldwork (familiar context)
and commenting onthe
fieldwork of others
(unfamiliar context)i.e.
application.

In the examination in any given year, students will be assessed on at least two of the six
enquiry stages below, across both their investigations:

Stage in

Description

the enquiry Parts 1and 3 are easily overlooke

process

1 Understanding of the kinds of question capable of being investigated throuth
fieldwork and an understanding of the geographical enquiry processes
appropriate to investigate them.

2 Understanding of the range of techniques and methods used in fieldwork,
including observation and different kinds of measurement.

3 Processing and presenting fieldwork data in various ways, including maps, ¢
GIS, graphs and diagrams (hand-drawn and computer-generated).

4 Analysing and explaining data collected in the field, using knowledge of
relevant geographical case studies and theories.

5 Drawing evidenced conclusions and summaries from fieldwork transcripts and
data.

6 Reflecting critically on fieldwork data, methods used, conclusions drawn and

knowledge gained.




What was suitable about the
location(s) we visited? Why did we
chooseit/them?

Did we ask the right question?
Would a different question have
been better?

Did we choose the right sites?

Was the data collection method
the best one? How else could we
have collected data?

How could be improve our data
presentation?

Canwe explainwhat we have
found? Are we missing some data?

How accurate orreliable are our
conclusions?

|dentify

questions
Evaluate the Choosesites;
rocess designand
P collectdata
Draw Analyse & present
conclusions data
Apply wider

understandingto
explain findings

-

8 mark assess / evaluate questions canfocus on any of these
stages.

This means students need to have evaluated at all stages, not just
theirresults and conclusions.

Fieldwork need to be designed to address this.

~




Fieldwork requirements in the specification

Investigating river processes and pressures

Investigating how and why drainage basin and channe! characteristics influence flood risk for
people and property along a river in the UK.

Fieldwork and

research

1. Formulating

General focus of fieldwork

Students must have an opportunity to develop understanding of

engquiry the kinds of questions capable of being investigated through
questions fieldwork in river environments. Students must have an
opportunity to develap a question(s) based on their location and
the task.
2. Selecting Fieldwork data collection must include at least:
fieldwork « one guantitative fieldwork method to measure changes in river
methods

channel characteristics

s one gualitative fieldwork method to collect data on factors that
might influence flood risk.

3. Secondary data
SOUrces

s A flood risk map e.g. Environmental Agency Flood Risk map

s« One other source chosen by the centre.

The Principal Examiner will
assume that candidates
have:

* measured changesinriver
channel characteristics (or
coastal equivalent)

« usedaqualitative method
onthe 'factors that affect
floodrisk'

but can assume nothing else.



Unfamiliar fieldwork scenario, Q8a (Coastal fieldwork)

: 8 (a) A group of students decided to investigate beach characteristics at two different
°
There IS a lOt to read! times of year at the same location, 10 minutes walk from their school.
° Ca ndidates ShOUld be ab|e to E;:::S;;t:igit was in May, their second in December. The weather was calm on

recognise characteristics from their

The beach had hard engineering with a sea-wall and several groynes. They

own fieldWOrk also knew that soft engineering had taken place in previous years with beach
' replenishment (sand brought in from neighbouring beaches).
* Questions are either AO4 (Skl”S in They measured beach gradient (slope angle) at six sites from the sea wall to the

shoreline along two beach profiles, one at each end of the beach.

interpreting data) or AO3 applying
what they have learned to this new,

Their results are shown below.

o . . May results December results
unfamiliar situation.
Site Profile 1 Profile 2 Profile 1 Profile 2
1 (sea wall) 10" 127 14° 12°
2 B" 10° 12° g
3 9° 8° 10° g
4 5" 6" g 7
3 5" 4° 7 a1
6 (shoreline) 5° 3 5 3°
Fiaure 7

Source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography B Paper 2 2023



Unfamiliar fieldwork question, Q8a (Coastal fieldwork)

* |twasclearfromtheresponsesto part(iv) that those who knew what secondary data was could offer at least
one explanation of theirvalue; maps were the most popular choice.

* Obviously enough, the significant minority who did not know the term would struggle to score a mark and many
left the question unanswered. This reduced the mean significantly.

(i) Explain one reason why the students selected this beach to carry out their
investigation.

(i) Explain one reason why they chose to measure the beach profile at two
different times of year.

(i) Explain one conclusion that they may have made after analysing their results.

(iv) Explain how two secondary sources of data would have been useful when
carrying out this investigation.

Source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography B Paper 2 2023



Familiar fieldwork, Q8b (coastal fieldwork)

* Understanding ‘quantitative’ was vitalin
producing any answer at all

e |tisunfortunate that qualitative and quantitative (b) You have conducted your own fieldwork into how and why coastal management

o ) impacts on coastal processes.
are so similar and readily confused.
Name your fieldwork location

* This question, straightforward enough if you knew
itS meaning’ produced a Iower mean than itS 20"9 .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
equivalent and a higher percentage of O-mark Assess the strengths and weaknesses of your fieldwork methods of collecting
quantitative data.
responses (some caused by a false start).

* Those who didunderstand the question struggled
to find much to say beyond one weakness and had
trouble making any comment about the
strengths.

Source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography B Paper 2 2023

* Fewcritiquedthe methodology of data
collection.

* Studentsdonotneedtorecall exactdatafrom
their fieldwork, but they do need to understand
each of the six stages of the enquiry process and
apply them.



Unfamiliar fieldwork scenario, Q9a (River fieldwork)

9 (a) A group of students decided to investigate river characteristics at two different
times of year along two sections of the same river, 10 minutes walk from their

(a) (i) Explain onereasonwhy the

students selected thisriverto carry out
their fieldwork. (2)

(ii) Explain one reason why they chose to
measure sure river discharge at two
different times of year.

(iii) Explain one conclusion that they have
made afteranalysing theirresults.

(iv) Explain how two secondary sources of
datathat would have been useful when
carrying out this investigation.

school.

Their first visit was in May, their second in December. The weather was calm on
both days.

The river had hard engineering in two places, with bank reinforcement. They also
knew that a local landowner occasionally removed debris from the channel to
maintain the water flow.

They measured river discharge in cumecs (cubic metres per second — m?/sec”")
by measuring width, average depth and velocity at six sites along two different
sections of the river, separated by a kilometre with Section 2 further down the
river.

Their results are shown below.

May results December results

Site Section 1 Section 2 Section 1 Section 2

1 (upstream) 0.05 cumecs | 0.25 cumecs | 0.10 cumecs | 0.25 cumecs
2 0.05 cumecs | 0.25 cumecs | 0.15 cumecs | 0.30 cumecs
3 0.07 cumecs | 0.28 cumecs | 0.20 cumecs | 0.25 cumecs
4 0.09 cumecs | 0.18 cumecs | 0.25 cumecs | 0.25 cumecs
5 0.12 cumecs | 0.35 cumecs | 0.20 cumecs | 0.35 cumecs
6 (downstream) | 0.10 cumecs | 0.35 cumecs | 0.20 cumecs | 0.40 cumecs

Figure 8

Source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography B Paper 2 2023



Unfamiliar fieldwork questions, Q9a (River fieldwork)

(a) (i) Explain one reason why the students selected this river to carry out their fieldwork. (2)

This was answered very well by most students. Most could explain a basic reason choosing
proximity to the school/centre. A significant minority of these struggled to build on this.
Those that did, rightly suggested that this gave them more time for their data collection.

(ii) Explain one reason why they chose to measure river discharge at two different times of year. (2)

Another set of strong responses. Aninitial explanation generally being arecognition that this
generates more data. Stronger answers added that this is likely to make the results more
reliable. Others suggested that seasonal contrasts might be important

(iii) Explain one conclusion that they have made after analysing their results. (2)
Again there were a significant number of 2-mark answers, with most recognising either the

seasonal changes or the spatial variation on different profiles. Many used data from the
resource to support and develop one or other of these ideas.

(iv) Explain how two secondary sources of data that would have been useful when carrying out this investigation. (4)

Those who knew what secondary data was were able to offer at least one explanation of their
value; maps were the most popular choice. Thisis a good example of the importance of
technical specialist language within the subject.



Familiar fieldwork question, Q%b (River fieldwork)

(b) You have conducted your own fieldwork into flood risk for people and property.

Name your fieldwork location

Assess the strengths and weaknesses of your fieldwork methods of collecting
quantitative data.

Source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography B Paper 2 2023



General guidance to improve performance on the unfamiliar
guestions

* Getyourtimingright - candidates can do better on these questions than most of the other 8-mark questions
across the whole specification.

* Beclearwhyyouchose your fieldwork location (general area for data collection) and how you chose your sites
(the points where you actually took measurements).

* Didyou consider how much time your needed to reach yourlocations and sites and carry out your work?
* Were there any access problemsin collection your data - legal or practical?

* What safety and ethical issues might arise from your attempt to collected primary data?

* Didyouuse any sampling - was it systematic or stratified and why that choice?

* Beclearwhat techniques you have usedinyour primary data collection and how they may have been both
inaccurate and unreliable - was your equipment good enough to produce accurate measurements?

* How much of your primary data relied on subjective rather than objective data?
* What qualitative data did you collect?
* What were your secondary data sources?



Marking Activity




Marking activity

« Please see the candidateresponse to the familiar fieldwork Question 8b on pages é6and?.
« The Mark Scheme is also provided. Note thatit’s the same forboth the UK synoptic
questions and fieldwork questions.
« Whichlevelwould you give the exemplar?
« Which mark within the level would you give?

» Arethere any particular problems with any of the answers? Or are there any additional
points that might get it to maximum marks?



Feedback - marking activity 2

Examiner mark
v' Thisresponse was awarded Level 3, 8 marks

€, 4 ResultsPlus
/"‘"-. Examiner Comments

This is a very good answer that is well focussed on the technical
aspects of fieldwork. There is assessment throughout the piece and a
recognition that some of the weaknesses could be easily fixed.




Summary and support
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Summary

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved.

Remember that Assess and Explain dominate this paper
(asthey do the others)

Understand the different types of 8-mark assess
questions

Understand the different types of ‘Explain...” questions
Understand the AOs that are being tested
Embedtheminyourteaching and your testing

Make your own questions

All candidates should get something fromthe 3
resource- based ‘Assess’ questions on Paper 2 - atleast
one mark for saying something about the resource!
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Supporting you every step of the way

* Editable 2-yearand 3-year course planners.

* Schemes of work and topic booklets for
every topic.

* Detailed guide to understanding the exam
papers.
* Mathsfor GCSE Geography guide.

* 'Pace Yourself' guide toa2-year GCSE
course.

* Knowledge Organisers for all three exam
papers

* Keyterms guides forteachers and
students.

Pearson
Edexcel

GCSE (9-1)
Geography B

Building confidence in
geographical language and key
terminology: A student guide.

GCSE (9-1) Geography A
* Fieldwork guide for GCSE Geography B. Geography for al
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Subject Advisor Support Geography

Jon Wolton

2

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here to
support you throughout the year.

Email: TeachingGeography@pearson.com
Phone: +44(0) 3444632535 (Mon-Fri, 9:00-17:00)
Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

Signup toreceive regular updates from your Subject Advisor on
qualification news and support for your subject.

Follow our Facebook page and join the Pearson Edexcel Geography
teacher group for private, professional discussions managed by your
Subject Advisor.
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https://outlook.office365.com/book/MeetwithJonWoltonyourGeographyTravelandTourismSubjectAdvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelgeography

Qualification Services

The following services are included as part of your qualification fees:

examW,izard

Anonline resource bank of past paper questions and
support materials, enabling you to create customised
mock exams and tests tailored to your students' needs.

ResultsPlus

An online results analysis tool that provides a detailed
breakdown of students' performance in our exams, helping you
identify areas forimprovement and track progress effectively.

Access To Scripts

An online service that allows you to view and download your
candidates' marked scripts. This tool offers transparency

\ andinsightinto the marking process.
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Mocks Service

We offer a paid service for
mocks, including paper-
based and onscreen
assessments. Marked by
examiners, results are
uploaded to ResultsPlus for
detailed analysis to aid
student progression and
teacher training. Note that
this service is not available
forall subjects; please
check availability for your
specific subject.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/examwizard.html
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service?_ga=2.122087426.800821013.1736763805-1957298031.1733243894#our-mocks-service
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Find out more

For more professional development courses
please see Pearson’s Professional
Development Academy.

You can also download a copy of Pearson
Edexcel’s A Guide to Professional
Development Training from the PD Academy
website.

Following this event, you will receive a survey to
share your thoughts about the session. Please

let us know what you'd like to see more of and
what areas could be improved.
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/campaigns/gq-assessment-support/pearson-professional-development-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/campaigns/gq-assessment-support/pearson-professional-development-guide.pdf
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Thank you.




	GCSE Geography B: �Paper 2 UK Geographical Issues – Strategies for Success
	Agenda
	Session 1 – Understanding Paper 2 UK Geographical Issues
	Question types
	Paper 2 UK Geographical Issues
	The ‘Explain’ questions
	The ‘Assess’ questions – the challenges and opportunities 
	Investigating a UK geographical issue (Q4 and Q7)
	The ’familiar’ fieldwork question
	The significance of the AOs in Paper 2
	Session 2 – Delivering better performance on the ‘Explain...’ and ‘Assess…’ questions
	A taxonomic note
	Delegate Poll
	2023 ‘Explain’ questions
	Example 1
	Example 2
	Example 3
	Example 4
	Suggestions
	Question 4
	Question 7
	A basic relationship
	Temperatures
	Describing distributions – the technique
	Describing distributions – the vocabulary
	Describing distributions – the reality
	Describing trends – the vocabulary
	Describing trends – the technique
	Describing trends – the reality
	Soils and geology – part of the picture
	The exceptions that prove the rule
	… and population densities also depend on scale, planning and history
	Resources run out (?) – before and after
	Age structure varies
	Ethnicity varies
	More cumulative �causation
	Scale matters 
	UK Geographical issues: basic checklist for 8-mark questions
	Slide Number 39
	Marking activity
	Feedback – marking activity 2 
	Session 3 – Delivering better performance on the fieldwork questions in Section C
	Fieldwork questions in Paper 2
	Slide Number 44
	Fieldwork requirements in the specification  
	Unfamiliar fieldwork scenario, Q8a (Coastal fieldwork)
	Unfamiliar fieldwork question, Q8a (Coastal fieldwork)
	Familiar fieldwork, Q8b (coastal fieldwork) 
	Unfamiliar fieldwork scenario, Q9a (River fieldwork)
	Unfamiliar fieldwork questions, Q9a (River fieldwork)
	Familiar fieldwork question, Q9b (River fieldwork)
	General guidance to improve performance on the unfamiliar questions 
	Slide Number 53
	Marking activity
	Feedback – marking activity 2 
	Summary and support
	Summary
	Supporting you every step of the way
	Subject Advisor Support
	Slide Number 60
	Find out more​
	Slide Number 62

